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TAGS: ELAB, OTRA, UK, VS 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL TO FAR EAST OF BRITISH NUM DELEGATION 
REF: SAIGON 6963 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: AN OFFICIAL OF THE NATIONAL UNION OF 
MINEW ORKERS (NUM) INDICATED TO US HIS STRONG SUSPICION 
THAT THE DECISION OF THE NUM VICE PRESIDENT MICHAEL 
MCGAHEY (WHO IS ALSO A LEADER OF THE BRITISH COMMUNIST 
PARTY) AND PETER HEATHFIELD, MEMBER OF THE NUM EXECUTIVE, 
TO CANCEL THEIR VISIT TO SAIGON WAS BASICALLY "POLITICAL." 
END SUMMARY 

2. AN NUM SOURCE DESCRIBED THEIR PERSONAL DECISION TO 
RETURN TO THE UK AND NOT CONTINUE TO SAIGON WAS MADE 
ESSENTIALLY TO AVOID THE APPEARANCE OF GIVING "EQUAL 
TREATMENT" TO BOTH HANOI AND SAIGON. (ARTHUR SCARGILL, 
WHO WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN THE THIRD MAN ON THE 
DELEGATION, DID NOT GO BECAUSE OF AN ILLNESS HE HAD 
CONTRACTED BEFORE THE JOURNEY STARTED.) 
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3. WHEN THE TRIP WAS ORGANIZED, ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCE, 
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THE NUM EXECUTIVE HAD APPROVED THE VISIT TO HANOI PROVI- 
DING THE DELEGATION ALSO WENT TO SAIGON. HE CHARACTER- 
IZED THE ILLNESS OF HEATHFIELD, WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS A 
"LEFTIST. AS A "BLOODY POLITICAL ILLNESS." HOWEVER, HE 
SAID THAT NOTHING COULD BE DONE ABOUT IT SINCE IT WAS 
DIFFICULT TO ARGUE WHETHER A MAN IS REALLY ILL OR JUST 
"POLITICALLY" ILL. IT IS ALSO CLEAR THAT THE VISIT WAS 
CANCELLED RATHER THAN POSTPONED. 

ANNENBERG 
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